
MARSH MUNCHERS
TEACHERS GUIDE

Background:
At this age students are able to explore the concepts of adaptations and
food webs and how wetland wildlife interacts with their environment.

This session provides Grade 6-8 students with information that will enable
them to:

.:. Explore animal adaptations for obtaining food .

•:. Build a food chain/web based on the animal characteristics they have
observed.

•:. Have a better understanding of how wetland animals are adapted to life
in a wetland.

Preparation (15 min.):
Introduce your students to Grand Lake Meadows by showing or printing
copies of the slide presentations. Focus on the values and functions of these
wetlands. Discuss the concept of adaptation and primary producer (plants),
consumer (primary and secondary) and types of wetland animals that would
fit into this category.

Activity (30 min.):
Provide your students with a copy of the Marsh Munchers work sheet.
Ask them to work in pairs.
Provide each pair of students with an item from the Grand Lake Meadows
teachers' resource kit.
Ask them to examine the item and tell them they have 15 min to answer the
questions on the work sheet about their item.
Then ask each pair of students to come to the front of the class, show the
other students their item and present the information on their work sheet.



Wrap Up (15 min. - could also be used as homework):
Wrap up the session by building a Grand Lake Meadows food web on the
student sheets. Specifically discuss the items that were examined and
where these animals fit into a food web based on what we learned from their
adaptations. Also ask how these items were connected to a wetland.

Extensions:
• Create a poster expressing opinions about wetland wildlife or wetland

wildlife from Grand Lake Meadows.

• Write an essay on the role of wetlands and rivers in the region in the
settlement of local communities.





( Marsh Munchers'
Student Work Sheet

For each specimen answer the following questions:

1. Describe the specimen (example - write down the animal part ­

using correct terms such as skull, pelt):

2. We think this animal is (name the animal):

3. We think this animal is a (answer with a check mark):

• Primary consumer (herbivore)
• Secondary consumer (carnivore)
• Secondary consumer (omnivore)

4. How is this animal adapted to life in the Grand Lake
Meadows ecosystem?
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Grand Lake Meadows Food Web
Fill in the blank spaces with the animal names at the bottom of the sheet
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RACCOON

Hint: Waterfowl
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Hint: r am an aqootic
mammal
MUSKRAT

Hint: I am an
insect
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Hint: Amphibian

BULLFROG
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Hint: I am a
Carnivore

COYOTE

BLACK DUCK
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Hint: I like eggs!

I ALGAE I
WATER BOATMAN; RACCOON; BUllfROG; COYOTE; MUSKRAT; BLACK DUCK


